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A MOMENT WITH THE PASTOR 
Rev. Howard T. Woodruff 

Lead Pastor 
�����������	�
���
��	���������

������ ���� 	�
�����
� ��� 
�� ��������� 
�������� ��� ���� �� ��� ����
������ ��� ������ ������
��� ���� ��������� �� ����� ������� 
��� ������
�������������������������������������������������	� ��
������
�����
���� ����� ����� 
��� 	�� ����� �����������  ��� !�"���#��� ���� ���� ��
�$
����������
��������"������������������������������� ��

�� ����� ����� �������� ��%�� �������� �	���� ���� 
����� �� �� ���� ���������
	��� ������� ��%�� �	���� ���&��
� ��� '��� ���� ����
��	� � #�
� ��� ���
��
�����
����������������

(���������������"����������������������
��� )�����������������$
���������"����������*���+�
�&�������
����������"��� �����������
�$
"��� ���� ���� '��� � ,������� -./01�� ��� ���� ���� ������� ��� ������ �����
'���"����	������������
�����
�
����������2��������� ��"�������

2��������"�������

2��������"�������

��
�� 3..� ������ ������� 	��� ���� ���� ������� "������� �� �� ����
�
�
��������4�5��
���������"��
��"��
��������"����� �����
	���
0�
���6����������������6��������������������������� �$�����������$
������

7���"���� ����� �����2��� �����
� ������"�����
� ������" ��� ��� ������
��� ������������� �����"���� '��� ���� �����#��"����� ��� �#�� "��� � ����
7��� ����� ��� ���� "����� ���� ������������ �������8���� � ���� 	��������
�����"����'���"�������"����	����"����	���������	��� �������������#���
����������8�����"�����������������������"����'����� ����#����������
"���� ����� 
��� 	�� ���������� ���� ��� ��� ����������� 	�� � ��"���� ��� ��

�����������"����	�������������

�������

(�����
�� ���� ��"���� �� ������� ��
��� 2��� "����� 
���� � �������
��������������������������������������������������� �������0�,����
����
�������1����� ������
�����
������������ �� �
� �����
�� �������
�������$
����� ��� ������
� 9���� :� ��� ������ "�����
� ����������� 9���� :� ��� ����
��������������������
�������9����������������
����� �������"�������
������
����"����������"�����2����"�����
����������� �'��������9�����
"��� ��������
� �� "�����
� "���� ����� ���� ���� ��� "����� 2����� 	�����
���������� 	��"���� 9����� ���� #��� 
������� ���� ������� ���� ��������
���������;�

<���	������������������"���������������&���������	� �����9�"����������
�$
�����"�����
�������������
����
��"���������������
� �������

9����� ����� ��� ���� ���������� ������ ���� ����� ����� �������� ��� ����� �������
���
��������	��
��

8���� ��� ����� ���
�� �����
����� ����� ���� �	�� ����� ���
��� ���� ������� ��� ���� ��	 
!���"��

8���� ���� ���� ���� ���� 
������
�������	��=���������������"�����
���������	����������������"�����
#�� ���� ���� �����>�� "����� ��� ����
��
�����
������
���������������
"����������"������"�����&��"��
8���� ��� ������� ���� 	����
���
�
������ ���� ������ ?���������
	���
�� ���� ���� ������� "���� ������
���������������������"����������
���� 
������ ����� ���� ���� 
����
��� ����&+� 	��� ���� ����� ������
����	�����������"�?�� ,9����:/@$�.1 �

�� ����� ��� ������ ��� �����
�������� ��� ���� ���������� 8����
���"�"��������
�����������������
"���� �������� 
������ ���
���$
��
� "����� ���� �������� ������
"����� ��� ���� "���� ���"����
������������������
��������������
8����� ��������� ����
��� �
'��� ��� ��� ��
�����
� 
�����$
����� ��� ���� "����� ���
� ����
��
�� ����� ���"� ��� ���
� ����
����� ������ ����� ���������� ��� ���
����"�������"�����

�� 	������� ���� ������ ���� �����
��&�� ����� ���������A����� ��
���
"��������������������������������
"�� ����� ������� �������� ����
������� 
�
������ 7��� ��� "��
����� ������ 
�
����� ��� ����
����
� � ����� '��� "���� ���
��
�����
� 
�����������#��"����
��� ����� ������ 7��� "�� 
���� 	��
��� ����
��	� � �������� (��

�����������'�����������
��

,���������;���
��0�����
���1�



 3 

     As we draw near to this Christmas season I 
asked myself the question that many ask around 
this time, what is the meaning and purpose of all 
this celebration every December? Sure we know 
the ‘Sunday school’ answer that Jesus was born to t he vir-
gin Mary to bring good news of a great joy for all people, 
but isn’t there more, something deeper and more pro found 
than that? What is the reason for the season, all t he get up, 
the presents, the lights, the trees, the wonderful Christmas 
cookies, what in the world are we really celebratin g? The 
answer to this question can be found in Luke 1:76-7 9. 

“(talking of John the Baptist) And you, child, 
will be called the prophet of the Most High; for 
you will go before the Lord to prepare his 
ways, to give knowledge of salvation  to his 
people in the forgiveness of their sins , be-
cause of the tender mercy  of our God, whereby 
the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give 
light  to those who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way 
of peace .” 

     Jesus the Christ, our Lord and Savior, the Cre ator and 
Author of all life became human in the form of an i nfant, so 
that he might be with his people, to dwell among th em, for 
what purpose? To bring judgment upon the heads of t he 
wicked? To condemn the sinners of their wrongdoings ? No, 
but to offer a gift, a freely given love offering t o his beloved 
children, that we might have salvation through the forgive-
ness of our sins, through the tender mercy of God, not his 
wrath, and so that the world may be given light to see 
through the darkness and that we might walk in the way 
of peace. 
     For some of us this Christmas, we need to hear  again 
that we are forgiven. We need not carry the burden of our 
sins for if we seek forgiveness from our Lord, it i s freely 
given and we are washed clean. Others of us need to  hear 
that we are beloved, that our God would humble hims elf to 
be born a poor infant in a barn, motivated only by his un-
ending love for you. And for others, we need to rem ember 
that Christ is the light shinning in the darkness, though 
we may feel that we are under the shadow of death, he is 
the light that will guide us in the way of peace. 
     May this Christmas season be a joyous time for  you and 
your family, may it be a time of celebration and of  remem-
brance always remembering that the name of our Lord  is 
Immanuel, for God is with us.     
      Pastor Shane 
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December 6 th   – Stormbreak Mission             

Stormbreak, the recipient of the 2007 “Gateway to E quity Award” 
presented by the State College Branch of American A ssociation of 
University Women, is a safe nurturing home where yo ung women are 
challenged to achieve their highest potential. Stor mbreak’s State  
College group home provides a high-structured, yet nurturing envi-

ronment for girls aged 11-17 that are working towar ds permanency with family, foster 
care or other permanent living. Stormbreak provides  individual, family, and group  
counseling, educational support and recreation, whi le maintaining a therapeutic 
surrounding which produces positive change for both  youth and families.  Counseling 
and Treatment plans are individualized to each yout h’s unique needs. All Youth partici-
pate in individual counseling one time per week and  group counseling several times per 
week. Family counseling focuses on using family str engths and competencies to  
eliminate barriers to family reunification.  Daily recreation, weekly community service 
and educational activities aim to foster personal g rowth and positive social interactions.   

Stormbreak relies solely on community support, from  monetary donations to the dona-
tions of goods and services.  The total – 100% – of  the Mission Offerings today will be 
distributed to Stormbreak.       http://www.ccysb.com/stormbreak.htm  

 

 

December 13 th  & 27 th  – Interfaith Missions 
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 5 

December 20 th  – Christmas Offering/Benevolent Homes  
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Faith Promise mission giving enriches the life of t he giver.  It stretches their 
life past former boundaries.  The excitement of hav ing God supply the 
amount that He has placed on the individual's heart  is a great spiritual ad-
venture.   Faith Promise mission giving helps us be come a “servant to Him” 
through His people.  It provides the spiritual envi ronment for the Holy Spirit 
to call us into the needy fields of the earth. 
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INTERFAITH MISSIONS WISHING WELL 
If you would like to volunteer a couple hours for a worthy cause this holiday  
season, we are in need of volunteers for the annual Wishing Well Campaign 
with Interfaith Missions.  You can sign up on the bulletin board in the copy room 
for December 18th and 23rd at Meyer Dairy or for December 20th at the Corner 
Room.   If these dates do not fit your schedule and you would like to help 
please contact Jerry or Susan Park as the program will run from Nov. 27 to Dec. 22.  

814-880-1185 or parkfamily9@comcast.net 
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BANQUET COMMITTEE REPORT: 

As of this writing, the banquet committee 
has served the last football supper. 
 Financial information won't be available 
until at least January due to additional 
banquets being served through December.   
Thank you to everyone who served in one 
way or another for the suppers and ban-
quets this fall.  Please continue to show 
your support for the Community Dinners 
starting the end of January.  It's your help 
that makes our meals a success.  As Glenn 
Mulberger put it "I have a blast working in 
the kitchen and I don't understand why 
more people don't feel that way".  This is 
the kind of spirit that we need.          �������� �

 

In other UM News:  
I would like to extend my 
heartfelt gratitude to the 
UMW for coming forward and 
taking on the Cookies, Etc. 
project this year.   Also a spe-
cial thank you for those of you 
who donated items for the 

boxes.  We packaged up 9 boxes on the 10th 
and sent them on their way to the military per-
sonnel listed in the bulletin.  It's a small way to  
show our support to our armed forces and yet 
we know how much they appreciate getting the 
packages.  Hamilton told me the first year that 
everything traveled well, especially the apricot 
bread which went first.  This past year I got a 
big hug as his way of saying thank you.  I know 
that he's looking down at us and saying thank 
you for thinking of our soldiers. This is our way 
of honoring him.                 Submitted by  BJ Wurst   

S.A.M. Dance 4 Singles 
LIVE BAND 
Saturday  
 
December 
19th, 2009       8pm-12am  
   Awesome news to share, we are going 
with Live Bands!!!  We are the first within a 
two hour radius to offer an unmatched level of 
personal performances at Singles Dances.  In 
just two weeks, the 3rd Saturday, November 21, 
2009 from 8pm-12m we are having a well 
known Live Band of the last 15 years at our 
SAM Dances 4 Singles event.  Hopefully, we 
will also be able to use them for our December 
19th SAM Dance.  With more than 250 Dancers 
from more than 75 Towns we have become the 
dance to always enjoy with the best of hand se-
lected dancing songs.  In just our first year we 
have continued to offer you more than any 
other.  You are our gifts from GOD, our Client's 
(Dancer's).  We are blessed at Mt. Nittany UMC 
to have a modern FLC (Family Life Center) that 
has a huge dance floor & a fully functional 
Kitchen.  
 After our Free Dance/Church Block 
Party in August, I along with one of SAM Com-
mittee Members attended a dance with this Live 
Band & immediately we recognized that this 
change to a more personal performance using 
Live Bands would take us to a new level.  Easy 
to dance to music 60's, 70's & 80's. As the fast-
est growing Singles events in PA we are closing 
out 2009 strong by offering you more & one 
can only imagine what 2010 will bring.  With 
GOD on our side there is no limit to making 
your Dreams come true!!!  I look forward to 
seeing ALL of you at 1500 East Branch Road, 
State College, PA (Lemont area) at the upcom-
ing SAM Dances 4 Singles event on Saturday 
November 21st & again on December 19th.  As 
always you may Em: Dancing2as1@yahoo.com 
or call with any questions, 814-867-7771.  
                              
       Sincerely, Jeffrey Goss 
         SAM Director 
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Lead Pastor ................. Rev. Howard T. Woodruff 
Email:  ................................. revhtw@yahoo.com 
Intergenerational Pastor: ............ Shane Landherr 
Email: ............................... slandherr@gmail.com 
Office Manager .............................. Karin Garner 
Email:  .................... mtnittanyumc@comcast.net 
Bell Choir Director ............................ Susan Park 
Email: .................................... sbp11@sa.psu.edu 
Choir Director & Organist ............... Brian Peters 
Email: ................................. rugbytiger@aol.com 
Church Council  .............................. Robert Jones 
Email: ............................................ raj3@psu.edu 
Church Treasurer ............................ John Rideout 
Email: ............................................ jxr3@psu.edu 
Music Assistant ............................ Aden Wertz IV 
Email: .............................. awertz4@hotmail.com 
Lay Leader ................................... Patty DeCapria 
Email: ....................... pattydecapria@yahoo.com  
Adult Education Coordinator ............... Lisa Luse 
Email: ....................... shelbyandlisa@yahoo.com 
Children’s Ed Coordinator ......... Dawn Woodruff 
Email: ............................. dejw1028@yahoo.com 
Nursery Staff ................................. Darria Dixon 
Email: ......................... hugs198585@yahoo.com 
                       ........................ Lindsey Knepp-Hill 
Email: ................................... linz46@yahoo.com 
Custodian ....................................... Arthur Moyer 
                       ........................................ 571-7398 
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Essence 2 Performs Tenth Anniversary Concert 
Directed by Dr. Anthony Leach, Essence 2 is a 100-m ember community 
choir performing works in the African-American gosp el tradition. Their an-
nual "Gift in Song" concert will be Dec. 12 at 7:30  in the Pasquerrilla Spiri-
tual Center on the Penn State campus. Proceeds from  the concert bene-
fit projects and programs of a children's school in  South Africa that the Essence choirs 
visited in 2004 and 2006. Concert pieces will inclu de Lord Send Your Spirit ,  
Hallelujah! I'm Goin To Praise His Name , and I Sing The Mighty Power of God .  For ticket 
information, ask Joanna Jones 234-9077 

OUR NEWEST CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASSES 
Please join with us on Sunday mornings @ 9:45 a.m. as we meet together for class 
study and fellowship.   Questions can be directed t o Lisa Luse @ 308-2847; or E-Mail 
@ shelbyandlisa@yahoo.com    Classes  in January in clude….  
 * Sign Language - Helen Higgins;   
 * That None Should Perish - Team Leadership;  
 * Book of Acts - Rik Harris   
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We have had lots of fun in November learning about Thanksgiving and  
identifying all of the things for which we are thankful.  We are a very fortunate  
   community.  The high light was preparing the food and exploring  
   the Thanksgiving story as we shared our feast.  Now the excitement  
      mounts for December.  We will be “traveling around the world”  
      celebrating winter holidays and exploring different cultures.  We’ll learn 
               about the German pickle ornaments, Holland’s St. Nicholas 
     Day, Sweden’s Santa Lucia Day, Jewish Hanukkah,  
              Australia’s kissing boughs, Mexico’s posados and piñatas, 
          Venezuela’s Bells, and most of all the birth of Jesus.  We’ll  
           learn that even our friends celebrate differently, but we can 
            still be friends.  We will culminate the month with our  
            Christmas program on December 22nd at 6 pm. You are  
     welcome to join us. We hope you enjoy our Christmas  
     tree inside the Sunday School entrance.  Our theme this  
     year is “Happy Birthday Jesus.”  Look for all the wonderful 
     gifts the children have for Jesus on the tree.   
         We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas holiday  
      with peace and happiness for the new year. 
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Ronald Lynn Edmiston , was born on Aug 18, 19 thirty-something in Lewist own, PA, the oldest of two sons 
born to Joseph & Betty Edmiston.  He sports a Scott ish heritage mixed with a bit of Irish don’t ya kno w!  
After graduating from Lewistown H.S., he went on to  earn his B.S. in Mathematics from the Indiana Inst i-
tute of Technology in Fort Wayne, IN.   In 1965 Ron  enlisted in the U.S. Air Force  and served as Navi gator 
of the C-130 Aircraft, and also as Launch Control O fficer in the Minuteman Missiles. Ron served with t he 
USAF for twenty-seven and a half years!   After ret irement from the Air Force, he worked as a contract or 
teaching ground academics and simulator phase of tr aining for navigators specifically for the C-130 Ai r-
craft.  In 1968  Ron married Maelee Lin and togethe r they had 2 children, a son, Allen, a Commander 
with the U.S. Navy, stationed in Washington state o n the aircraft “Abraham Lincoln” and a daughter, 
Rhonda living in Kansas City Missouri.  She works as an audiologist in a local hospital the re.  He is also the 
proud grandfather to 5 yr old Joshua, (Allen’s son) .  Sadly, Maelee passed away in ‘95 after a long battl e 
with cancer.   On December 1st 1997 Ron met and mar ried his lovely wife, “Evelyn Saveliana”  in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas.  Together they have a daughter, Julie, now 8 yrs old.  He also has two stepsons,  
Michael, 20 who will enter the USAF in 2010 and Kev in, 18 who is planning to attend Tech school in Lit tle 
Rock, Arkansas.    Ron, Evelyn, & Julie have been a t home here in State College for the  past 8 yrs an d 
have been attending Mt. Nittany UMC since 2001.  He  has been a volunteer with the football suppers.  
Hobbies  include Gardening and Coin Collecting, an activity  his civics teacher introduced him to way 
back when, and it’s been something he has enjoyed e ver since.  I enjoy traveling and sight-seeing. 
A Foreign Country you’d like to visit:    France, specifically Normandy, and also Rome, Italy  
To Relax:   In the summer, I enjoy working in the yard...ot her times I really enjoy watching the History,  
Science, and Military Channels on TV.   
Something happened in your life you won’t forget:    I remember when we landed on Iwo Jima and we 
drove to the top of Mt. Suribachi.  I thought about  all the Marines coming in to “Invasion Beach”;  Wh at 
an awesome sight.  It still sends chills up my spin e.  The history of WWII is of high interest to me. 
Special moment with Evelyn:    For a long time she wanted to visit Atlantic City, and we took a trip there 
a few years back and had a great time together.  
Most influential person(s) in your life:  There are a few—first would be my immediate family— my wife es-
pecially...she has been so loving, so supportive.  I don’t know what I’d do without her.  Then there w as 
the store manager where I worked as a young man, wh o gave me direction and encouraged me to at-
tend college after high school; and then there was the Major in the Air Force.  
A time in history you’d most like to have experienc ed: I think it would have been exciting to have been 
in Kitty Hawk, NC.  when Orville & Wilbur Wright ma de the first aviation flight. 
Childhood Memory:  When I was just 7 yrs of age, I had the unexpected pleasure of riding in a Piper Cub 
airplane.  I can remember the experience to this da y, and the elation I felt being up there in the air .  I 
knew right then that I had a  fascination with airp lanes! 
Something about you we would be surprised to know:  In May 1975, I was the navigator on the C-130 Air-
craft that dropped a 15,000 lbs. bomb on Koh Tang I sland (off Cambodia) that aided in the rescue of 
Marines trapped on the island.  The coordinates had  to be exact so as to not injure any of our own men  
on the island.  I don’t think I’ve ever done anythi ng in my life that was such a harrowing experience,  but 
I was proud of the accomplishments we achieved that  day.   
Comments on Retirement:  I enjoy retirement.  Family time is important to me , and I really enjoy  having 
the time to watch Julie grow up.   When I served in  the Air Force, I was traveling all the time, and I  didn’t 
get the opportunity to experience that with my othe r two children, so this is a great time for me. 
FAVORITES: 
 Food:    Ham  Animal:   Shih Tzu dogs Sports:   Baseball  
 Dessert:  Chocolate Ice Cream & Cherry Pie        Vacation Spot: Yellowstone National Park  
 Hymn:   Amazing Grace Music:  Classical Country and Pop songs from the 50’s & 60’ s 
 Vehicle:  Corvette, don’t own one, but sure would like to hav e one! 
 Movie:  Operation Petticoat, with Cary Grant and Tony Curti s 
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Our Mission and Vision 

Our Mission 

Nurture all in the  
journey to be disciples  

of Jesus Christ 

Our Vision 

To be a welcoming 
and inclusive family  
meeting spiritual and 
physical needs of all 
through teaching, 
witnessing, service 

and missions. 
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