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What a Blessing!
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As we joined together on Sunday, April 12 to celebr
of our Lord Jesus from the grave, little did Dawn,
less than 24 hours later we would be gathered aroun
our son, Hamilton, receiving the news that his chan
the devastating car accident was nil. As we gathere
rounded by family, colleagues, and many of you, we
ton until the very end. On Tuesday, April 14th at 6
brother, Sgt. Hamilton T. Woodruff died.

So why, you ask, do | title this message, “What a b  lessing?” Please allow
me to share. In what is my most favorite scripture in the Holy Bible,
Jesus says this, “1 no longer call you servants, because a servant do es
not know his master's business. Instead, | have cal led you friends, for
everything that | learned from my Father | have mad e known to you.”
-John 15:15

So what is it exactly that he has made known to us? Well, | believe there
are three key understandings that we, as Christ fol lowers, have because
of the life Jesus lived. First, there is forgivenes s in the blood of Jesus
Christ. “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many
for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:28). Jesus taught us all that who-
ever confesses and repents of their sin shall be fo  rgiven in His name.
Second, Jesus says that death serves a purpose in G od's King-
dom... "Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Beth any, the
village of Mary and her sister Martha. This Mary, w  hose brother Lazarus
now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume o n the Lord and
wiped his feet with her hair. So the sisters sent w ord to Jesus, "Lord, the
one you love is sick." When He heard this, Jesus sa id, "This sickness will not
end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that God 's Son may be glorified
through it" (John 11:1-4). Death has a place in God’s grand pl an. And
third, the passage where Jesus says that He calls u s His friends follows
directly a discussion that Jesus has with the disci  ples where He says that
He must, according to God'’s plan, die. His death, J esus says, is a part of
God’s plan. It has nothing to do with evil, with Go d’s inability or unwill-
ingness to intercede, but death is as much a part o f God’s plan as is life
itself. In fact, it is only through death that we b ear witness to the unmer-
ited, undeserved gift of everlasting life.
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So, where’s the blessing? Well, to begin, Hamilton
important discussion that any two people could have
me his belief about his own death and his eternal |
me, no...make that “ordered me”...that should anythin
to him where he was only kept alive by artificial m
me to promise to do everything that | could to allo
then to have all usable organs donated to others wh
ond chance at life. The first blessing is this... we
that life also includes death and that he prepared
whenever it happened. The second blessing is that |
his sins and received forgiveness for them. On Holy

brated Holy Communion (a sacra-
ment which | never before offered
at Holy Friday worship), he too par-
took. However, as he came to me
as | held the cup memorializing the
blood of Christ, 1 changed my
wording. | usually say, as | extend
the cup to the congregant, “The
blood of Christ shed for the for-
giveness of your sins.” But on that
night, as Ham came to receive the
cup, | said to him, “Hamilton the
blood of Christ shed for the for-
giveness of your many sins.” He
looked up, gave that wonderful
smile, and said, “Thanks be to
God.” He was forgiven! And lastly,
Dawn, Hilary and | were given the
opportunity to be with him during
his last day of this earth, to say our
good-byes, and then hold him as
he passed from this life to eternal
life.

Our son and brother was a
remarkable man. He sacrificed a
life of monetary gain to serve
his country. He dedicated his life to
serving us, not only by protecting
our freedom, but also by donating
his organs upon his death. But
even more remarkable than what
he was, was who he was.
He was a man of integrity, honor
and faith. Yes, he lived parts of
his life that were in opposition to
our wishes, but he never hid that
from us and we respected him for
that. His smile was contagious.
His sense of humor lightened any-
one’s bad day. He told me that he
was honored to be known as
“Howard’s son.” But a few years
ago, | told him that I am honored
to now be known as Hamilton's
father.

We certainly are blessed, aren't
we?



MINISTRIES

GREETERS
June 7 8:30 a.m.  Barbara Stahl &
Beverly Hickey

11:00 a.m.  Georgie Hillard & Jenny
June 14 8:30 a.m.  Pat Sankey & Emily Greg

11:00 a.m. Jim & Nancy Williams
June 21 8:30 a.m.  Gretta Klinefelter &

Rebecca Berg

11:00 a.m. Roger & BJ Wurst
June 28 8:30a.m. Tom & Rita Kline

11:00 a.m. BJ & Roger Wurst
LITURGISTS
June 7 8:30 a.m.  Robert Kidder

11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service
June 14 8:30 a.m.  Helen Higgins

11:00 a.m. Donna Lawrence
June 21 8:30 a.m. Barbara Sommers

11:00 a.m.  Katie DeCapria
June 28 8:30 a.m. Dave Spotts

11:00 a.m. Joanna Jones
USHERS

WORSHIP

SERVICE
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8:30 a.m. John & Louisa Shawver
Glenn & Kathy Mulberger
Patty DeCapria, Alanna McChesne

Ralph & Delores McChesney

11:00 a.m.

AUDIO MINISTRIES TEAM

June 7 8:30 a.m. Mark Whitfield
11:00 a.m. Roger Wurst

June 14 8:30 a.m. Leonard Tressler
11:00 a.m. Jim Tressler

June 21 8:30 a.m. Ron Taverno
11:00 a.m. Leonard Tressler

June 28 8:30a.m.  Chip Crawford
11:00 a.m. Roger Wurst

OUR CHURCH STAFF & VOLUN-

TEERS
Lead Pastor .......ccccvveveeeieeeeeeeiiiien Rev. Howard T. Woodruff
Email: ..o revhtw@yahoo.com
Intergenerational Pastor: .................. comm....Shane Landherr
EmMaili. e slandherr@gmail.com
Office Manager.......cvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiii e Karin Garner
Email: ..o mtnittanyumc@comcast.ne
Bell Choir DIreCLON .....vvvvveeiieeeee e ceeemreeeeeee e Susan Park
Emaili....ccccoiiiiiiiiee e sbpll@sa.psu.edl
Choir Director & Organist ...........cceveevemccceeeennn Brian Peters
Emaili.....cccooiiiiiiie e rugbytiger@aol.com
MUSIC ASSIStANT......evviiiiieeeeieeeiee s e Aden Wertz IV
Emaili ... awertz4@hotmail.com
Church Treasurer .........ccooccvviveieeee s cmmmms e John Rideout
Emaili....cccoiiiiiiiiiiee e Xr3@psu.edy
Adult Education Coordinator...............ccommmmeeeeennns ) Lisa Luse
Emaili.....ccccovviiiiiie e shelbyandlisa@yahoo.con
NUrsery Staff......ccoccceiieeee e Darria Dixon
............................................................... Lindsey Knepp-Hill
CUSLOIAN ...ooeieiiiiiiiee e Arthur Moyer

Visit us on the web

www.mtnittanyumc.org
to review church bulletins,
newsletters, special events,
church announcements
and much more!



\Missions Opportunities
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A PICNIC-Celebration JUNE 20th

In Honor of our Men

OUR Annual Men’s Day Cook-Out will be a little Wiifferent this year! We would like to invite alep
sons, young and old, men and women, boy and giripdease invite family and friends.

The schedule is as followstime: Dinner 4 to 6 pmProgram: 6 to 7pm

This is a picnic dinner of grilled hamburgarsl hotdogs provided by the church as well as the
drinks. We ask all families to bring one or twishies to pass. There will be no charge for  thigal-
can-eat meal. Following our meal together, we eilloy the ministry ofWings for the Lord”Youth
choir from South Carolina.
If you have any questions, please contact Dawn Wdb&a38-1630 or send an email to me at
dejw1028@yahoo.com

DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS VERY SPECIAL EVENT IN OUR CHRCH.
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X SINGLE ADULT MINISTRY

(S.A.M.)

All Dances 4 Singles have
been reserved for the 3rd Saturday
through 2010 & this Fall we will be starting a sec-
ond dance intended for those blessed with mar-
riage, dating or just coming as friends. The
Dances4Couplewill start in August with the
Church block party.

A

SAM Dance Committee Members & their posi-
tions include...
Pastor Howard (Executive Officer)
Jeffrey Goss (SAM Director)
Barry Gummo (Physical Co-Ord)
Ron Klock (DJ & Publicity Coordinator)
Renee Gummo (Communication Coord)
Kathy Sulkowski (Hospitality CoOrd)
Active members - Mary Crust/Helen Stitzer

JUNE 20th ... 8 PM to 12 A.M.
FAMILY LIFE CENTER

We invite you to come join us for a night of
dancing, smiles, great music, and good friends.
For more info: E-maiDancing2asl@yahoo.com
or call 867-7771 Sincerely,

Jeffrey Goss, SAM Director
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The BANQUET COMMITTEE will not be serving any banquets, etc during themser
months which is separate from the community dinn®¥e are looking at different ways to
line up volunteers this year and will do that bgywof letters. Letters will be mailed out to
volunteers who have served. There will be an Hraiayou can indicate where and when you
would like to work one or more football supperse ¥e encouraging people to become new
volunteers. For new volunteers, contact one ottramittee members or myself at 238-7529
and you will be given a form to fill out. We witbntact you .

Volunteering is an important part of the successuwsfdinners. It is difficult to put an exact
amount dollar wise as to how much of a profit idean the football suppers. On occasion,
we serve a daytime luncheon which adds to the coucen tell you that we did clear well
over $10,000 last fall. This goes a long wayselpimg out with the expenses that the church
incurs.

More information concerning the football supperf e coming in future newsletters and in
the weekly bulletins. BJ Wurst Bangquet Committee Chair

% n



FUN FOOD FOR THE 4™

Again this year, the Senior Adults will sponsor thi s benefit by the State College Food Bank.
We will have a contest like we did last year. Ther e are brown bags with alphabet letters indi-
cated on each bag as to what items are to be donate  d. (EX: If you last name begins with the letter A,
you bring tablecloth, D - Mustard, G - Ketchup, an  d so forth). Please donate to help the Food Bank
provide July 4 ™ Picnic Baskets for its families!

Each basket will include the following “Fun Foods” ...

Hot Dogs & Hamburgers  Buns Baked Beans Watermelon Mustard, Ketchup*
Powdered Lemonade* Chips* Marshmallows* Paper Plates, Plastic Flatware*
Festive Plastic or Paper Tablecloth* Napkins*

Donate any non-perishable (*) food items from this list (be sure expiration dates are after July 4,
2009) OR Donate grocery gift cards or cash ($25/basket)

All donations for picnic baskets must be received b y June 8", so baskets may
be packed and given to our clients before the 4 ™ of July.

For more information, talk with Roger Wurst @ 238-7 529 or
call the Food Bank at 234-2310.

LIVING PROOF SEMINAR

Reminder : the Living Proof Live/Beth Moore seminar is comin g up June 12-13 at the
Peterson Center in Pittsburgh, PA. Now is the time  to make your decision to attend!
The schedule is as follows:

Friday June 12

Noon Depart Mt Nittany parking lot

5:30 p.m.  Doors open

7:00 p.m.  Event begins

9:30 p.m.  Dismiss, go to host homes in Wexford, PA, just outside of Pittsburgh
Saturday June 13

6:40am Depart Ingomar UM Church parking lot for eve nt center

7:00 a.m.  Doors open

8:30 a.m.  Event begins

10-10:30 Break

12:00 p.m. Event concludes, depart for State Colleg e

Beth's mission is to guide women everywhere into a richer, more fulfilling relationship with
the Father. She is a woman of purpose, preparation, prayer and passion. Tickets are
available. We need to ensure sufficient transportat ion, so please confirm your interest in
this faith-building seminar by contacting ...

Emily Wertz E-mail: eawertz@gmail.com , or Andrea Grazzini 814-235-1778 E-mail:
agraz05@yahoo.com ).




=Exclting Studies
e winleh

10 CHOOSE

RIK HARRIS
THE APOQSTLES in the Board Room RICK GRAZZINI
THE BIBLE in the Copier Room

Jesus' last recorded words are the great AND MONEFY

commission: “You shall be witnesses to Me

in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, "y # $
and to the end of the earth.” The book of %

Acts is the story of the men and women who & & '

took that commission seriously. (%) &

Acts tells how the Holy Spirit transformed *& &) % *

a small, frightened band huddling in
Jerusalem into a movement that would
convert the mighty Roman Empire. ) &

We will learn about the people, the politics, & $ #
the culture, and how God can use each of us
to carry His message to the world. 0o 1

CHRISTIAN VERSUS ° ° oy )

CHRIST FOLLOWER . ; . & % $

JERRY PARK
in Room 107 6

% )6 &% 6
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You are cordially invited to
Block Party on Saturday,
August 15, 2009, from 5 to |
at Mount Nittany
United Methodist Church.
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“Don’t measure the size of the mountain;
talk to the One who can move it!”

...Max Lucado
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Nurture all in the
journey to be disciples
of Jesus Christ

To be a welcoming
and inclusive family
meeting spiritual and
physical needs of all

through teaching,

witnessing, service

And their soul
shall be as a
watered garden.
Jeremiah 31:12
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