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May Youth Calendar & Events  
Sunday  5/3  8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m...  .............................................................. Youth Sunday Service  

  5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  .................................................................................. C.L.A.S.S. 101  

  7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m...  ............................................................................ High School YG  

Sunday  5/10  Motherõs Day. ...................................................................................... NO YOUTH GROUP 

Tuesday  5/12  7:00 p.m.  ................................................................................................... Alakrity Concert  

Sunday  5/17  5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m..  ................................................................................. C.L.A.S.S. 101 

   7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m..  ............................................................................. High School YG  

Friday 5/22  6:00 p.m.  .......................................................................................... 30-Hour Famine Start  

Saturday  5/23  6:00 p.m.  ................................................................ 30-Hour Famine End w/ Family meal  

Sunday  5/24  5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  .............................................................................. Middle High YG  

   7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  .............................................................................. High School YG  

Sunday  5/31  9:00 a.m.  ......................................................................................... Confirmation Sunday  

   Pentecost  ................................................................................................. No Youth Group  

 

Dear Mt. Nittany Family,  

 With Hamiltonõs passing our church community faced a devastating loss. Our hearts break for the 

Woodruff family and our church grieves for the second time at the lose of a pastorõs son. Some may ask or 

wonder, òWhere is God in all of this?ó Although at times it is hard to understand it, I have witnessed God 

this week; in the presence of all of those that came and prayed, in the countless outpouring of support 

from our local community, in the tears of loved ones saying goodbye and in the faces of the marines that 

came to honor their fallen brother. Dr. Ford so eloquently stated that Godõs heart was the first to break 

at Hamiltonõs accident and God continues to share in our pain. We have an incredible picture into the heart 

of Christ by looking at the story of Lazarus. As he returns to his friendsõ home after hearing news of his 

death, Christ is met by Mary and as she cried Jesus looked upon Lazarus and wept as well. Christ shares in 

our grief and pain, yet he does more. He promises us that through him there is no eternal death, although 

our bodies will pass away from this life, through Christ we can enter into eternal life with the Father. It is 

in this promise that Paul tells us to not grieve like those who have no hope, but to stand firm in the witness 

of the resurrection. In that resurrection there will be no crying, no sadness or loss, no death or pain. We 

will be made perfect with our perfect Lord. So although we may struggle through the pain of our loss we do 

not mourn as a people without hope, but rather we stand on the strength of Christ to take the events that 

have transpired and to not ask why but to ask what for. I have never witnessed a body of believers so 

tightly connected, so intricately caring and loving as I have witnessed this past week. It seems that in 

times of crisis and trial we are at our best, but we canõt let it end here. My prayer is that we can allow this 

experience to transform our understanding of òthe churchó from a gathering of believers to 

worship into a body of believers, members of the same family and same body of Christ.  

May Christ continue to transform us into a worshiping and living body of believers that can,  

and will, greatly impact His Kingdom.  

        

   Shane Landherr,  Intergenerational Pastor    
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GREETERS 
May 3   8:30 a.m.  Youth Sunday 
 11:00 a.m.  Youth Sunday 

May 10   8:30 a.m.  Leo & Dolly Lucci 
 11:00 a.m.   Ralph & Delores McChesney 

May 17   8:30 a.m.  Jetta McClenahan 
 11:00 a.m.   Jerry & Susan Park 

May 24   8:30 a.m.  Mary Jane Johnson, and  
  Linda Zaworsky 

 11:00 a.m.   Barb Gotwalt  
May 31   8:30 a.m.  Nathan & Elfriede Hartwig 

 11:00 a.m.   Len & Sheri Tressler 
       Leonard & Mark  

 

LITURGISTS 
May 3   8:30 a.m.  Youth Sunday 
 11:00 a.m.  Youth Sunday 

May 10   8:30 a.m.  Cathy Rideout 
  11:00 a.m.   Patty DeCapria 

May 17   8:30 a.m.  Emily Gregory 
 11:00 a.m.   Donna Lawrence 

May 24   8:30 a.m.  Andrea Grazzini 
 11:00 a.m.   BJ Wurst  
May 31   8:30 a.m.  Confirmation Sunday 

 11:00 a.m.   Confirmation Sunday  
 

 

USHERS 
  8:30 a.m.   Scott & Laura Sommers 

    Jeff & Cindy Simpson 
11:00 a.m.   Ed Benner, Barb Gotwalt, 

  Kay Partenheimer and Marcus Poulin

   

OUR CHURCH STAFF & VOLUNTEERS 

 

Lead Pastor ...............................  Rev. Howard T. Woodruff 

Email:  ................................ ............... revhtw@yahoo.com 

Intergenerational Pastor: ..........................  Shane Landherr 

Email: ................................ ............  slandherr@gmail.com 

Office Manager ................................ ............  Karin Garner 

Email:  ................................ .. mtnittanyumc@comcast.net 

Bell Choir Director ................................ ..........  Susan Park 

Email: ................................ ...............  sbp11@sa.psu.edu 

Choir Director & Organist ..............................  Brian Peters 

Email: ................................ ...............  rugbytiger@aol.com 

Music Assistant ................................ .........  Aden Wertz IV 

Email: ................................ ...........  awertz4@hotmail.com 

Church Treasurer ................................ .........  John Rideout 

Email: ................................ .......................  jxr3@psu.edu 

Adult Education Coordinator..............................  Lisa Luse 

Email: ................................ .....  shelbyandlisa@yahoo.com 

Nursery Staff ................................ ...............  Darria Dixon 

 ................................ ........................  Lindsey Knepp-Hill  

Custodian ................................ ...................  Arthur Moyer 

AUDIO MINISTRIES TEAM 
May 3   8:30 a.m.  Leonard Tressler 

 11:00 a.m.  Chip Crawford 
May 10   8:30 a.m.  Mark Whitfield 

 11:00 a.m.   Jim Young 
May 17   8:30 a.m.  Ron Taverno 
 11:00 a.m.   Chip Crawford 

May 24   8:30 a.m.  Rick Edmiston 
 11:00 a.m.   Roger Wurst 

May 31   8:30 a.m.  Roger Wurst 
 11:00 a.m.   Jim Young  

Visit us on the web 

www.mtnittanyumc.org  
to review church bulletins, 
newsletters, special events, 
church announcements  

and much more! 

MomÞs in the kitchen reminding herself that  
IÞm a blessing from above! 
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May 3 rd  ð Mental Health Awareness Sunday  

In seeking God's guidance, we can commit ourselves to replace misinformation, blame, fear and preju-

dice with truth and love in order to offer hope to all who are touched in any way  by mental illness.   

The United Methodist  General Conference resolutions on mental illness issues emphasize the impor-

tance of achieving parity between health care for mental illnesses and health care for any other con-

dition.   The mission is to bring all persons into a community of love as is central to the teachings of 

Christ.  As United Methodists and as God's Children we need to Open Our Hearts, Minds and Doors to persons 

struggling with mental illness and to their families.   Please pray and help promote awareness of mental 

health.   Mission offerings today will be used  through the United Methodist General  Conference  for  mental health 

awareness and education.  The goal for Mount Nittany for this offering is $1.00 per member.   Thank you for 

sharing what God has given you.             

 

May 10 th  ð Golden Cross Sunday  

The Golden Cross Sunday offering assists older adults served by our United Methodist Retire-

ment and Health Care Centers.   We serve and comfort our eldest sisters and brothers in Christ, 

not just out of respect and with gratitude for their faithful service through all these years, but 

because we are all called to be witnesses of the ôunfolding of lifeõ. 

On Golden Cross Sunday, please take the opportunity to participate in this witness by giving gen-

erously to ensure that the residents in our United Methodist Homes experience steadfast, constant and loving 

care as their lives continue to unfold.  Your gift allows us to respond to residentsõ changing needs and to do those 

special things that make their lives richer.  

Mount Nittany UMC receives Mission Share credit for all Golden Cross gifts and our older adults in need 

will be very grateful.   All Golden Cross gifts will be used within our Conference to ensure that our elderly 

residents receive the compassionate spiritual support they need.   Thank you, in advance, for supporting 

these faith -inspired ministries . 

 

May 17 ð ChildReach Ministries    

ChildReach Ministries exists to offer eternal hope to children in des-

perate need. They seek to accomplish this through God -given direc-

tion, much prayer and financial responsibility. James 1:22  says that 

we are to òbe doers of the Word and not hearers only. ó It 

goes on to say that òtrue religion is this, to look after the widows and the orphans and not to be 

corrupted by the world. ó ChildReach believes they have been called by God to rescue children through orphan-

ages, teenage pregnancy centers and through mission trips.  

Aden and Emily Wertz  will be traveling to Peru from August 7 ð 15th  with ChildReach Ministries to serve on the 

grounds of Hannahõs Home and Hope and in the surrounding areas.  Hannahõs Home is a home for pregnant, home-

less, teenage girls in Chilca, Lima, Peru.   Its mission is to rescue the unwanted babies by caring for their moth-

ers.   It is not uncommon for these girls to give birth and then terminate the babyõs life in horrific, unspeakable 

ways.  The best way to save these babies is to care for, mentor and teach the young mothers, some as young as 10

-years-old.  The girls will be taught skills to help them better cope with life outside the walls of Hannahõs Home.  

Hannahõs Hope (Esperanza de Hannah) is an orphanage soon to be completed on the grounds with Hannahõs 

Home.  Ground was broken and construction began in July of 2007.   When finished, it will be home to  

 48 ð 60 children and include a nursery for the babies.   Statistics tell us that over 600,000 children were  

abandoned in 2005 and the number has risen each year since.   
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Funds collected  for Missions this Sunday and June 14 & 21 will go to assist Aden 
and Emily with their travel  and additional funds will go to ChildReach Minis-
tries.   If you would like to make a specific donation at any other time to 
ChildReach Ministries please be sure to specify on your offering envelope.  If you 
have any questions please ask Aden & Emily or visit the ChildReach website.   

http://www.childreachministries.org/index.php     Thanks to Aden and Emily for 

answering God's call to help!   Let us all keep them in our prayers as they pre-

pare their minds and bodies for this mission.  

 

May 24 th  ð Salt N Light Youth Ministries  

Forged in 1991, the Salt ôn Light vision is "Youth Reaching Youth with 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ."  The Salt ôn Light mission is to reach, 

equip and encourage youth and youth workers in order to make disci-

ples who will serve God's purpose among an adolescent generation.  

Their strategies are:  

 * Through the ever changing vehicles of retreats, rallies, summer camp(s), mission trips, and the Impact 

festival, Salt ôn Light shares the gospel of Jesus Christ among adolescents. 

 * They provide student and adult leadership training through multiple sources throughout the Mid -

Atlantic States region.  

 * They conduct mission work camp opportunities in order to provide practical ways for adults and adoles-

cents to live out their faith in cross -cultural and socio -economically depressed areas.  

 * They assist congregations, church clusters, districts, and conferences to develop holistic and trans-

forming youth ministry practices to, with and through young people.  

 * Salt ôn Light provides youth ministry internships for high school, college and seminary students wherein 

they may observe, reflect upon, critique youth ministry practices while, at the same time, using their own gifts 

in ministry among adolescents.  

 * They work to develop a strong, sustainable financial support base for Salt 'n Light Youth Ministry, Inc.  

 * Salt ôn Light continually engages in practices, whereby they work to remain open to the leading of the 

Holy Spirit in adjusting any present forms of youth ministry.   www.snlym.com 

 

May 31 st  ð Campus Ministriesé Wesley Foundation 

Starting in 1920 the Wesley Foundation has been a place for Christians and those seek-

ing a better understanding of the Christian Faith to build friendships. The ministry of-

fers opportunities for worship, Bible studies, fellowship, retreats, mission work, leader-

ship opportunities and a place to relax with a free cup of coffee - the Abba Java 

House.  The hours of the Abba Java House are based on volunteer availability so if you 

have an hour or two to spare you could be a part of the team.   The Wesley Foundation 

has been an amazing outreach for youth, young adults, and young at heart.   Due to the close proximity to 

Penn State University many young hearts have been  opened to Christ through this ministry.  

It is our mission to offer Jesus Christ to the Penn State Community,  

equip disciples, and serve in mission.    
     

Wesley Student Foundation Mission Statement 

http://www.wesleypsu.org/  

http://www.childreachministries.org/index.php
http://www.snlym.com/
http://www.wesleypsu.org/
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Your Missioné 

  Our Missioné 
éBe the hands, feet, and heart  
         of Jesus Christ!  

 
As you have been hearing and/or reading, the week of July 13 th  ð 17 th  you will have the  

opportunity to participate in LOCAL Mission work ð helping those in our congregation and 

nearby in our community.  Last year we had over 50 volunteers working in 10 different homes.  

Tasks varied from moving a refrigerator so that the single lady homeowner could clean  

behind it, to trimming shrubbery, cutting down trees, building a deck, praying with home - 

owners, landscaping, painting, cleaning spouting, sharing Godõs Love, power-washing siding and 

sidewalks, sealing driveways, insulating walls, hanging drywallé..if you need more examples Iõm 

sure I forgot something in there!  We had volunteers who had serious knowledge of tasks 

performed and we had volunteers who talked and laughed and did all they could.  We had vol-

unteers ranging in age from 8 to 82.  We had numerous volunteers who took a week of their 

vacation from their employers and gave it to others within our church family as they worked 

for them!  We had volunteers who ran errands.  We had volunteers in the kitchen preparing 

us breakfast, lunch and dinner each day.  We had volunteers praying for us throughout the 

day.  YOUR skills fit into one of these categoriesé. If not weõll find something for you! 

Pray and Plan for the week of July 13 th  through July 17 thé. Get it on your calendar!!  Details 

will follow in Juneõs newsletter but PLAN & PRAY NOW!!! 

 

UPCOMING MISSION  

OPPORTUNITIES  

 

Mount Nittany òMission Possibleó  

July 13 th  ð 17th  2009  

é Mark your calendars!!   

Get ready to join in the fun!!  

Tlancualpican, Mexico  

October ô09 

Space is always availableé  

          is your passport up to date?  

 

See Susan Park or call @ 234 -3041  

if you have any questions.  
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SINGLE ADULT MINISTRY (S.A.M.)  

 I am delighted to report that our SAM (Single Adult Ministry) outreach 

has had immediate success with those that we are touching thanks to God.  Our 

first Dances 4 Singles in March saw 91 in attendance from 34 towns up to two 

hours away.   All Dances 4 Singles have been reserved for the 3rd Saturday 

through 2010 & this Fall we will be starting a second dance intended for those blessed with 

marriage, dating or just coming as friends.  The Dances4Couples will start in August with the 

Church block party & then every other month on the 2nd Friday through 2010.  In February we 

will enhance our Valentine's Day dinner with a dance, how wonderful is that. 

 

Finally, I would like to extend a sincere thanks to ALL of you for your support & prayers with 

this wonderful outreach.  It is an honor to serve as the SAM Director for Mt. Nittany UMC.  I 

am pleased to announce SAM Dance Committee Members & their positions.  Pastor Howard 

(Executive Officer), Jeffrey Goss (SAM Director), Ron Klock (DJ & Publicity Coordinator), 

Mary Readly (Finance Coord), Kathy Sulkowski (Hospitality Coord), Darria Dixon (Family 

Coord), Barry Gummo (Physical Coord), Renee Gummo (Communication Coord) in addition 

to active memberséMary Crust & Helen Stitzer.  I am very happy with their outstanding ef-

forts.  We invite you to come join us for a night of dancing, smiles, great music, and good 

friends. For more info: E-mail Dancing2as1@yahoo.com  or call 867-7771  

            Sincerely, 

            Jeffrey Goss 

            SAM Director  

THE NITTANY KNIGHTS  

BARBERSHIP CHORUS  
presents its 46th annual show  

 

State College Area 
High School  

North Building  

Saturday, May 2  

7:30 P.M.  

 
Tickets $14 adults  

 $7 for students  

 
Guest Quartet: Park Avenue and 

the Altoona Chorus of  
Sweet Adelines  

 

Tickets available at Robert M Sides  
or Bill @ 355 -3557  

CAPITAL BLUE CROSS FREE 
SEMINAR   

Wednesday, May 13th  

10 A.M. and 2 P.M.  

Hampton Inn College Avenue  

1101 E College Ave  

State College   

Seminar to learn about 2009 portfolio of 
health insurance plans for Medicare eligible  

area residents  

More information by calling 1 -800 -990 -4201  

8 a.m to 8 p.m. (Mon -Fri)  

God has given gifts to each of you from His great  

variety of spiritual gifts.  Manage them well so that 

Godõs generosity can flow thru you.    
I Peter 4:10  
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Sex, Money, & Power:  The Man Series  
Most pictures and paintings portray Jesus as gentle and meek. When you 
think of Jesus is that the image you see? The first message in this series 

describes four things that make Jesus a man's man, the Ultimate 
Fighter.  

I'm starting a bible study for men on Thursday evenings at 7pm to be 
held in the Small Group Room of Mt. Nittany UMC.  We'll be watching and discussing a 

series of 6 messages that deal with what the bible really says when it comes to being a 

man of God and how that relates to sex, money, & power.  

Come when you can. Let me know if you'll be joining us.   Feel free to pass this info on 

to any guys in the area who might be interested.  

Preschool Notes . . .         April began with Easter activities and celebrating SpringÞs rebirth.  The 
children had lots of fun finding and painting eggs, playing games, and 
singing songs at our Easter parties.  After Easter we was busily explored 
rain, rainbows and mud.  We learned about the primary colors and 
mixed them to make the secondary colors.  We also experimented with 
seed growth and are watching our caterpillars become butterflies.  What 
a fun month!  

May begins with preparations for our MotherÞs Day Tea Parties.  The 
children will be making gifts, preparing treats, and learning songs to honor their mothers.  After that special 
day, we will begin the process of transitioning the children to their classrooms next year.  For those children 
who will be staying at Mt. Nittany, they will have the opportunity to visit next yearÞs classroom and see all the 
fun activities and equipment to look forward to.  The children who will be attending kindergarten will learn 
how much they have grown this year and all the things they have learned to get ready for kindergarten.  
They will be introduced to the special activities that kindergarten offers such as gym and library.  WeÞll talk 
about school bus safety.  Then we will set up a Ûcafeteria styleÜ lunch for them to experience.  They will learn 
that they are ready to go to kindergarten and how much it has to offer. 

May also includes our end of the year picnic at Sunset Park.  The fun never stops at Mt. Nittany Preschool.  
We still have a few spaces available in our summer and fall programs if you know of someone who would like 
to join us.  We are also planning another open house in May, so watch for signs. 

We wish to thank Elaine Wickersham for all of the donations.  She has cleaned out her storage of paper and 
art supplies and we are putting them to good use.  The children love the block set she brought in.  Her 
thoughtfulness and generosity are greatly appreciated. 

We are sorry to say that we have some employment opportunities coming up.  We will miss the staff that is 
leaving. 

* Our Pre- k teacher is moving at the end of the school year so we are searching for a replacement.  
This is a full time position.  We prefer a candidate with an elementary education/early childhood  
degree but will consider a related field. 

* We may also be looking for a housekeeper during the afternoons. 

* We are always searching for substitutes for all of our positions.  Not all substitutes need an  
education degree.  If you know of anyone interested, please spread the word.  For more information             
contact Bonnie Spotts, 234- 3938. 
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Looking for Graduates!  

Mt. Nittany will be recognizing and celebrating the accomplishments 

of its graduates on Sunday, June 7th, and we don't want to miss any-

one.  If your son or daughter (or someone you know that is connected 

to this church) is graduating from high school or college please notify 

Shane Landherr at slandherr@gmail.com or talk with Karin in the 

church office.  

Pastor Shane and I thank those that participated in our all night prayer vigil after Holy 

Thursday services.  We hope taking those extra minutes to be deliberately in prayer allowed 

you peace and comfort during those difficult hours of Jesusô life. Please remember our 

prayer room is located at the right of our sanctuary through the swinging door if you would 

like more time for prayer at any time.       Patty De Capria  - Lay Leader 

THANK YOU SO MUCH!  We offer 
our sincere thanks to everyone who 
provided food and assistance for 
the funeral luncheon. The gift of 
your help has been a phenomenal 
blessing to all and a wonderful ex-
ample of the love of Christ in our 
midst.  
 
With our appreciation,  

Wendy Franklin,  Andrea Grazzini  
& Joan Lassman 

Many thanks to those that 
took a day to fast during the 
Lenten season. We hope that 
through prayer and fasting 
you were able to develop your 
personal relationship with 
God.  Fasting in Biblical 
times was done before mak-
ing important decisions, as a 
sign of mourning, as an act of 
repentance, or as prayer for 
health and safety.  Because 
fasting and prayer are tied to 
our personal relationship 
with God, fasting can be done 
�D�Q�\�W�L�P�H�� �\�R�X�� �V�H�H�N�� �*�R�G�·�V�� �G�L�V��
cernment and guidance in 
your life.  If you would like 
prayer or encouragement for 
a future fast, let us know how 
we may help.  God Bless.  
          
                     Patty De Capria  

Worship Committee  

        I would like to thank the members of the congregation for the 

many  powerful prayers that were offered for my niece Bonnie 

Brough and her  family.  Her daughter Sonya Burandt was killed in 

a terrible  automobile accident which severely injured her daughter 

Lena.  Lena  underwent 2 surgeries for a fractured skull and one for 

a broken  leg.   She is doing very well.  She was dismissed from the 

Children's  Hospital in Memphis, TN and is staying in the area  for 

physical  therapy on her leg.  She is an energetic and determined 

little girl which has made her recovery come quicker. 

                  Thanks so much -  BJ Wurst 

Women of Mt Nittany: You are cordially invited to join United Methodist Women! The day-
time meeting is Tuesday May 12 at 10am in the church board room. The evening meeting will be 
Thursday May 14 at 7pm at the home of Joanna Jones.  You are encouraged to invite a friend or 
neighbor to come as your guest. This is the last regular monthly meeting for the spring. Each meeting 
will last approximately one hour, beginning with a short devotional time, followed by a program and 
fellowship time.  If you have any questions, please contact Cathy Rideout, Joanna Jones or Andrea 
Grazzini. We look forward to seeing you there!  


