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A MOMENT WITH THE PASTOR 
Rev. Howard T. Woodruff 

Lead Pastor 

What do you think? 
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It’s the start of another school year, and not just for our youth! I am excited for the 
things to come this year as we give our youth ministry a different look from last year.  
A few notable differences are that our Sunday school hour is going to be revamped and become our 
main youth group focus, called Fusion Groups. We will have fun, play games, and discuss our faith 
and spiritual development in relevant and meaningful ways. Beyond Sunday morning we will have 
our new youth room to utilize and we will have our hang out time at….... We will also have a number 
of other outreach and missions events throughout the fall, so please keep your eyes posted for 
these events.  

I am also taking a different approach at our lessons this fall. Each month will be highlighted by a  
different spiritual discipline, and our discussions for that month will focus on issues regarding that 
discipline. For instance in September our discipline will be Meditation. The main emphasis of medita-
tion is centering our life and thoughts around Jesus, so the first meeting of the month will focus on 
the discipline itself and then the other weeks will touch on issues like focusing on Jesus, remaining 
“salty” or useful in our faith, how to put God first in our money as well. To help you as  parents  
minister to your children, I will include in the parent newsletter a sheet detailing our upcoming  
lessons and how you can talk to your children about them as well as how to practice the monthly 
spiritual discipline as a family.  

As our students are heading back to school I am also beginning my graduate work at Evangelical 
Theological Seminary. My Master’s degree in Marriage and Family Therapy will greatly increase the 
ministry opportunities that we are able to provide through Mt Nittany and I am very excited to see 
where God will guide us and direct us over the next 3 1/2 years. I will only be at class for 1 day a 
week as it is a part time program so I will still be available to you all during the week with the excep-
tion of Thursdays.               
            Pastor Shane  
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MEXICO MEDICAL NEEDS   These items are needed 
for the Mission team ministry to Tlancualpican, Mexico in 
October. The items will be used in the "More than a Ban-
dage" program that is part of the "Give Ye Them To Eat" 
mission. This program is designed to address the health 
issues and needs of rural communities in Mexico. The 
objective is to give rural families the opportunity to learn 
about preventive health measures. This is accomplished by 
equipping village women as volunteer workers for commu-
nity-based health care. The training enables them to share 
what they have learned with others so they can empower 
people to prevent serious disease by changing the condi-
tions which cause it and by treating illness in its earliest 
stage right in their own community. The women attend 3 

one-week-long courses over an eighteen month period to experi-
ence and learn about a variety of topics related to health issues. 
The following items are in serious need for the training of these 
women and the treatment of those they serve. 

Rolls of Micropore or Transpore Tape ;  First Aid Tape;  Q-tips Cot-
ton Swabs or other brands;  Dressings;  Neosporin Antibiotic Oint-
ment or other brands of Triple Antibiotic Ointment;  Gauze pads or 
sponges —  2" x 2"    3 X 3 & 4 " x 4" ;  Rolled Gauze or Bandage 
Rolls;  Latex Gloves for First Aid Use;  Ace Bandage or other 
brand;  Band-Aids or other brands and Toothbrushes for            
children/adults  
 
Mission work can be a life altering experience. God DOES provide!  
He is AWESOME!   Contact me if you have questions you want 
answered  before making a decision.              
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S.A.M.  (We are making Dreams come true!) 
On Sunday, August 9th I was honored to present our SAM Outreach Ministry to my church 
family.  A few days later, I learned that a slightl y older school mate that I grew up with in 
the same neighborhood more than 30 years ago is getting married.  I asked him upon the 
wonderful announcement when & how he met his bride to be & he said three months ago at 

our SAM Dances 4 Singles event.  During that time, I was in the Hospital & later Rehab for nearly two 
months.  I remember quite well how hard is was to b e in that hospital bed & not at the SAM event.  Our  
S.A.M. Dance Committee still reminds me that I call ed them four times during the May S.A.M. Dance, 
lol.  Little did any of us know that God was once a gain at work creating a love story. 

During my Church presentation, I highlighted that i t is not easy being single.  In fact, it can be a huge 
challenge with all of our journey's being different .  Just think how churches are structured around fami-
lies.  We are touching many with 184 dancer's from 62 town's in just four dances.  During that night, I 
was also reflecting during times of tears that you need to be willing & able.  This I have experienced 
from both sides of a relationship.  How wonderful i t was to see & hear the love within this gentleman 
and also his voice.  We have made a dream come true and for that and so much more I thank you; it is a n 
honor to serve you as your SAM Director . 

                   Sincerely, Jeffrey Goss - S.A.M. Director 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY BEGINS 

THURSDAY, September 3 @ 10 A.M. 
 
The women of Mt Nittany 

are invited to participate 

in a weekly Bible Study 

beginning Thursday 

morning, September 3, 

at 10am at Mt Nittany UM Church (Board Room). 

This study will cover the book of Daniel over  

12 weeks! The first portion, from Daniel  

chapters 1-6, deals with Daniel's life as he  

faced the kind of pressures and temptations 

Christians encounter today. Daniel models how 

to develop enduring integrity in an enticing world.  

The second portion, chapters 7-12, explores 

thrilling prophecies from the time of Daniel 

through the second coming of Christ. We will 

spend about 15 minutes each week reviewing the 

independent study and then watch a lesson by 

Bible scholar Beth Moore.  We promise to keep to 

a prompt 11:30 ending time. Workbooks are  

provided – just bring your Bible. For more  

information, contact Andrea Grazzini (814-353-
1593). All are welcome ! 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU -- to everyone  
who volunteered during the second annual 
block party, and to those who attended! This is 
an event that doesn't "just happen" -- it takes 
many hours of planning so with sincere appre-
ciation we'd like to recognize the people who 
made it happen! This year's captains were: 
Joanna Jones (advertizing and publicity), 
Shane Landherr (games), Wendy Franklin 
(food), Ralph & Delores McChesney 
(cakewalk), Darria Dixon (door prize draw-
ings), Andrea Clouser (photography), and  
Jeff Goss (SAM/Dance coordinator).  We also 
thank Kim Sharp for her magnificent face 
painting and Boy Scout Troop 31 for the use  
of the dining canopies. Lastly, extra  
kudos to Joanna Jones, without whom, there 
would not have been a block party this year!  
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Lead Pastor ................. Rev. Howard T. Woodruff 
Email:  ................................. revhtw@yahoo.com 
Intergenerational Pastor: ............ Shane Landherr 
Email: ............................... slandherr@gmail.com 
Office Manager.............................. Karin Garner 
Email:  ..................... mtnittanyumc@comcast.net 
Bell Choir Director ............................ Susan Park 
Email: ..................................... sbp11@sa.psu.edu 
Choir Director & Organist ............... Brian Peters 
Email: ................................. rugbytiger@aol.com 
Music Assistant ............................ Aden Wertz IV 
Email: .............................. awertz4@hotmail.com 

Church Treasurer ............................ John Rideout 
Email: ............................................ jxr3@psu.edu 
Adult Education Coordinator ............... Lisa Luse 
Email: ....................... shelbyandlisa@yahoo.com 
Children’s Ed Coordinator ......... Dawn Woodruff 
Email: ............................. dejw1028@yahoo.com 
Nursery Staff ................................. Darria Dixon 
Email: ......................... hugs198585@yahoo.com 
 .............................................. Lindsey Knepp-Hill 
Email: ................................... linz46@yahoo.com 
Custodian ....................................... Arthur Moyer 
 .............................................................. 571-7398 
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Our Mission and Vision 

Our Mission 

Nurture all in the  
journey to be disciples  

of Jesus Christ 

Our Vision 

To be a welcoming 
and inclusive family  
meeting spiritual and 
physical needs of all 
through teaching, 
witnessing, service 

and missions. 
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