
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hope without action is only a wish 

Over the last several weeks in worship, we’ve 

been talking a lot about hope. At the turn of a 

new year, hope always seems to be a common 

theme. But hope also comes back into our 

mainstream lexicon when the world or the 

situations in our lives just seem to be more 

difficult.  

I have a good friend, also a pastor, who 

decided this was the year to get healthy. With 

two small kids and a ministry position at a 

large church during the pandemic, he — like 

most of us — had a hard time carving out time 

for regular exercise and being disciplined 

against the allure of comfort-eating.  

So he joined a gym.  

Now, it’s no revelation that the month that 

most people begin gym memberships is 

January — a new year, a new you, and all 

that… But nearly a month in, my buddy is still 

at it. And it’s inspiring. Every day, he checks 

in at the gym and posts that to social media. 

It’s not that he’s showing off; it’s simply that 

his daily check-ins online are a sort of 

accountability. If he stops checking in, we 

know the diet and exercise plan probably folded.  

Hope is a lot like this for our own lives. We can 

have hope, but it’s going to take a bit of work to 

make the hope count for something. And if we 

can be active in our pursuit of hope, then others 

begin noticing that hope that we have. Just like 

shedding ten pounds at the gym, people begin to 

see the results. We hoped, we acted on that 

hope, we proved our hope transformed us.  

But give up on acting on that hope, and the 

world sees our example was all for naught. 

Worse, they may see there was no reason for 

hope at all.  

Hope is contagious when others see it in action. 

And that’s the difference between passively 

wishing for something to happen and actively 

hoping for it. We inspire others’ transformations 

when we share our stories of hope — our 

testimonies, as we so often call them in the 

Church.  
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What are some of your stories of 

hope? Can you look back at 

them and still be inspired?  

As a cancer survivor and a 

survivor of two botched and 

traumatic surgeries — including 

one in which I stopped breathing 

several times — I distinctly 

remember never losing hope that 

God would get me through them. 

Oh, I knew I would suffer, but I 

knew I was in God’s good 

hands. I never doubted that. 

When the prophet Jeremiah 

proclaimed to Israel that their 

homeland would be destroyed 

and they would be scattered to a 

foreign place, God never 

promised the people that they 

wouldn’t suffer.   

What God did promise is that 

through it all, God would be 

with them, and God would never 

relinquish his promises.  

 

What promises? “… plans for 

peace, not disaster, to give you a 

future filled with hope” (Jer. 

29.11). 

Losing hope isn’t a weakness as 

much as it is forgetfulness. It 

was Jeremiah’s job — as well as 

other key prophets — to remind 

Israel that God doesn’t want to 

see his people hopeless. To lose 

hope simply is to not act on the 

promises that God has given us. 

When we feel as if we can no 

longer go on — when we lose 

hope — we’re giving up on 

God. Because while Jesus knew 

his earthly ministry would end 

on the cross, his hope was in the 

Father’s promise. And that 

promise was in the shape of the 

resurrection. Jesus actively 

walked toward the cross because 

of the hope he had in God’s 

promise. Again, not a wish; an 

active hope.  

The life of a Christian — while 

it is supposed to be loving, 

caring, joyous, and abundant — 

sometimes includes great 

sacrifice and great suffering. But 

the sacrifice and suffering count 

for so much more than the 

circumstances that surround you 

in them. God is able, God is 

love, and God is with you. His 

promises remain through any of 

life’s storms, exiles, and 

hardships.  

God still stands, as do every 

single one of his promises —  

 

8:30 AM  10 AM 

February 6 Bob Kidder  Judith Smith 

February 13 James Beatty  Emily Gregory 

February 20 Phoebe Quaynor  Judith Smith 

February 27 Bob Kidder  Brenda Peters 

 

  

Counting Schedule 
 

February 6          Lee Copper, Joann Voight 

February 13       John & Louisa Shawver, Cathy Rideout  

February 20       Chris McCann, Patty DeCapria  

February 27       Tom & Ginny Kline, Lee Copper, Patty DeCapria   

 

Memorial Committee News 

The Memorial Committee approved three projects at its 

last meeting:   

The first is the completion of the prayer garden 

renovation.  The final stage of our prayer garden 

renovation involves acting on recommendations of the 

church’s landscaping company plus a few of the remaining 

plantings in the original plan.  We hope the finished 

product will be a more welcoming atmosphere for prayer 

and meditation. 

The second project is to replace the broken carillon bells.  

It has been many years since we have heard these bells 

ring each day at noon.  We are looking forward to sharing 

the joy of Christ with all who hear them.  Thank you to 

Rick Edmiston for spearheading this project. 

The final project approved is to help support an Eagle 

Scout project.  One of Troop 367’s Eagle Scout candidates 

is planning on adding three park benches on church 

grounds along with some maintenance to the playground 

area.  The benches will be located near the basketball 

hoop, in the playground, and by the giving garden.  We 

feel they will make our campus more inviting to the 

congregation and community. 

I want to thank my committee members, Joanna Jones, 

Joan Lassman, and Pastor Chris for their help with these 

decisions.  I truly appreciate their support and guidance.   

     --Bonnie Spotts, chair  

      Memorial Committee 

 

those that already have been 

revealed, and those that are being 

revealed as we live and move and 

have our being in him.  

But it’s not a wish. It’s a hope. 

And, again, hope must have an 

action resulting from it.  

So what is your hope today? And 

how will your actions and your 

testimonies inspire others? How 

will your active  hope in God 

transform you? How will your 

active hope in Christ transform 

the world?  

In Christ’s Abundant Love, 

Pastor Chris  

Liturgists Schedule 
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Moses the Monkey takes a trip!  
 
Moses the Monkey, our mascot, has just returned from his 
first trip out of the church, and he spent time with one of 
our families. He had a great time, and pictures will be 
posted of his visit soon! 
 
We are studying the Bible basics in Sunday school where 
the kids are learning the stories that make up  the Bible. On 
Sunday evenings, we are exploring the church and 
understanding why certain things happen in the church.  
 
Please remember that we are collecting canned goods for 
the Souper Bowl of Caring. The children who contribute the 
most donations will receive a Walmart gift card! 

     --Pastor Steph 

 

 

Children’s Ministry 
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So let it be written, 

 so let it be sung 
Grace and peace to you, my brothers and sisters!  

My thought for you in the new year is to visualize 

Jesus as a shepherd, and how a shepherd leads his 

sheep. Visualize a loving shepherd tending and 

leading his sheep, then be especially respoinse to 

God’s guidance. Reflect on this thought.  

In 1862, Joseph H. Gilmore based the lyrics from 

“He Leadeth Me” on Psalm 2: 

 “He Leadeth Me! O blessed thought! O words with 

heavenly comfort fraught!  What’er I do, wher’er I 

be, still tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 

“He leadeth me! O blessed thought! O words with 

heavenly comfort fraught! what’er I do wher’er I be, 

still tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 

“He leadeth me, He leadeth me, by his own hand he 

leadeth me; his faithful foll’wen I would be, for by 

his hand he leadeth me.” 

I have always liked sheep, and as we know, they 

can’t be left to their own devices. They need a loving 

shepherd to guide, scold and take care of them. Much 

like us. Such simple people, shepherds are much like 

Jesus. Nothing drew your attention to them as they 

went about their daily work. Just like Jesus as he 

went about his daily ministry in his Father’s name. 

How better we are today that we can see and know 

who Jesus truly is? 

The song “For you Alone” from our Christmas 

Cantata, speaks of the one true shepherd in this way: 

 “The mountains rise and fall just by our choosing. 

Your mighty name can bring a nation to its knees. To 

think that I’m someone you’d think of using is 

incredible beyond my wildest dreams.”   

What a message the very God who set the world into 

motion calls me, calls you to be the sheep of his 

pasture. 

  We have no idea what this year holds. If we did, 

maybe we would turn and go another way. I know if  

I could have seen 2021 play out, I would have said 

“I’ll pass,” but every step of the way I had a 

shepherd poking, prodding and gently loving me 

through each day. 

So to you, my brothers and sisters, may the gentle, 

loving hand of our shepherd lead us through another 

year right by our side. 

 

Happy 2022 to all AND may God bless you, 

    James Beatty 

          Minister of Music 

 

PARSONAGE RECEIVES EXTERIOR IMPROVEMENTS 
The church parsonage is located at 1510 Elizabeth Road, just 
across the street from the church parking lot. The house was 
built in 1965, and the exterior was constructed of a white-
colored aluminum siding.  
After nearly six decades of weathering, the trustees decided 
to update the house exterior. Weaver’s Remodeling and 
Renovations recently finished the parsonage project. The 
house now has new vinyl siding (sage color), shutters, vented 
soffit, fascia, and rain gutters. In addition, all the windows 
were rewrapped, both porches were updated, and three 
windows and a door were replaced in the garage.  
When you get a chance, please look at the finished product. 
We believe our parsonage looks great, and we are hopeful 
that you all agree.   
 
HUMMINGBIRD JOINS MT NITTANY CHURCH 
In January, the trustees entered into a commercial lease 
agreement with Hummingbird ABA Therapy, which began 
Feb. 1, and can be renewed on an annual basis. The lease 
allows our new church family member to use the church 
parking lot, occupy the second floor of the education 
building, and shared use of the playground and outside yard 
space. Use of other areas of the church must be permitted by 
the Board of Trustees ahead of time.  
 
EDUCATION BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS 
Within the first floor of the Education Building, we have been 
busy cleaning out, recarpeting, painting, and repurposing 
several rooms. This work is being conducted to better 
accommodate church staff and to establish an additional 
meeting room. Our education building will soon be vibrant 
again and we believe it is a win-win for both Hummingbird 
ABA Therapy and our church. 
Dave Spotts, chairman, 
Board of Trustees 

 

Trustees News 
Parsonage siding project complete,  

Hummingbird ABA joins Mt Nittany 
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Souper Bowl of Caring - In 1990, Souper Bowl of 
Caring began with a simple prayer from a single 
youth group: “Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl 
football game, help us be mindful of those without a 
bowl of soup to eat.” This prayer ignited a mission; a 
way to share God’s love for our neighbors in need. 
All food and monetary donations will again go to the  
State College Food Bank. Since 2005, your faithful 
donations have resulted in $14,200 and 5,300 
pounds given completely to the State College Food 
Bank. We will be collecting food items and money 
through Feb. 13, the day of the Super Bowl. We will 
again reward those children who gather the most 
items with gift cards from Walmart; the child that 
brings the most items will receive a $10.00 gift card 
and the runners-up will receive $5.00 gift cards. 
Thank you for your generosity and more importantly 
your love and concern for others in our community. 
__________________________________________
__________ 
Home Touch - Although we are not doing any 
visitations, we continue to send cards of love and 
concern to those in our congregation who are not 
able to return to in person worship. If you would like 
to be part of this team to share God’s love and keep 
in touch with our Mount Nittany family, please contact 
Patty DeCapria, (814)777-3376, 
Pattydecapria@gmail.com. 
__________________________________________
__________ 
Angel Tree 2021 - Our Angel Tree donations were 
met with great appreciation in December. We 
provided 3 families with $150 Walmart gift cards and 
13 families with $150 Weis gift cards. These 
gift cards were given to families at Spring Creek 
Elementary and Easterly Parkway Elementary. 
The principal and staff as well as the families were 
very grateful for the kindness of our Mount 
Nittany family. Thank you for your kindness, your 
love, and your generosity.  
__________________________________________
__________ 
Caring for People in Need - The tornadoes in the 
South right before Christmas ravaged many 
communities. A request to help a family was 
presented to Mount Nittany. Through the PIN fund, 
we were able to provide $2,000 in Visa gift cards to a 
family in Kentucky. This would not have been 
possible without your faithful support of this mission. 
Thank you for donating to this fund so it may be used 
to help those in great need. God Bless you all! 

A word from our lay minister… 
 By Patty DeCapria 

 
 
 
 
 
Basic Lay Servant Class - 
The basic Lay Servant class scheduled for 
January has been postponed out of concern for 
in-person gatherings during this difficult Covid 
time. It has been rescheduled for Friday, April 
29, 
from 6:30-9 pm, and Saturday, April 30, from 9 
am-5 pm. Registration is open until April 20.  
Cost of the class is $25 and will be taught by 
Penns Valley Cluster pastors at Grace UMC in 
Centre Hall.  
If interested, please contact Patty DeCapria. I 
will be happy to attend this class with you. 
Patty DeCapria, Certified Lay Minister 
 

 
Lenten Book Study - 
I will be leading a Lenten Book Study, “A Habit 
Called Faith, 40 Days in the Bible to Find and 
Follow Jesus,” by Jen Pollock Michel. This study 
follows readings in Deuteronomy and John and 
includes storytelling and thoughtful questions at 
the end of each reading.  
I hope to offer at two times: Monday evenings ( 
Feb. 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4, 11) 
from 7-8:30 and 
Saturday mornings (Feb. 26, March 5, 12, 19, 
26, April 2, 9, 16) from 9-10:30. If you are 
interested in this book study, please contact 
Patty DeCapria by Sunday, Feb. 13, so we may 
have books available for everyone. 
Patty DeCapria, (814) 777-3376, 
pattydecapria@gmail.com. 
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FINANCIALS  
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If you would like more details on anything on our calendar or see up to date 
changes as they happen, please feel free to visit our church calendar online at www. 
https://mtnittanyumc.org/ in the What’s Happening? Section.  
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Our Drive Thru Community Dinners on February 26 with 

turkey on the menu and pickup of meals from 4:00 - 6:00. 

Volunteers are needed to continue the success.  Come and 

join in on the fun.  Talk with Wendy each Sunday 

morning or email her at  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Souper Bowl of Caring  

We are collecting food and donations for the 

State College Food Bank leading up to the 

big game day on February 13. Please share 

food and money at the Souper Bowl of 

Caring display in the church lobby.  

 

 Music Announcement 

This year’s Easter Cantata: “King of Kings,” 

is Sunday April 10th.  I could use your voice 

this Holy Season.  Come join us 7 pm 

Wednesday nights, as would love to have 

your voice! 

 

 Face Masks Mandatory for Worship  

Due to the high numbers of Covid-19 in our 

community, all those attending worship or 

visiting the campus must wear face masks 

over mouth and nose while inside the church 

buildings, regardless of your vaccination 

status. Thank you for your cooperation and 

helping to keep one another safe. 

 

 Coffee & Donuts Suspended  

Due to the surge in Covid-19 cases, we will 

not be serving coffee and donuts between 

services until further notice. 

 

 Giving Envelopes 

The giving envelopes are available in the 

church lobby, according to your last name. 

Please note that the numbers are different 

this year. If you do not see your envelopes, 

please contact Emily Lewis in the church 

office.  

 

 Drive Thru Community Dinners  

On February 26, turkey is on the menu and 

pickup of meals from 4 – 6 pm. Volunteers are 

needed to continue the success.  Come and join 

in on the fun.  Talk with Wendy each Sunday 

morning or email her at wfranklin27@gmail.com. 

 

 How Can We Pray for You?  

If you or someone you are praying for would like 

to be added to the prayer list, please contact 

Emily Lewis in the church office at 814-237-3549 

or mnumcoffice@gmail.com or Pastor Chris at 

814-232-1717 or cpassante@susumc.org. You 

may also fill out a prayer card located in the 

pews. place them in the offering plates on 

Sunday 

 

 Seeking SPPRC Chair 

Are you looking for a way to increase your 

discipleship and share your gifts and talents of 

nurturing and encouraging others? If so, we are 

asking that you prayerfully consider serving 

Mount Nittany Church as the chairperson of the 

Staff Parish Parson Relations Committee. We are 

seeking a member to fill out the remaining two-

year term.  

The SPPRC Committee cares for the pastor and 

staff and their families; promotes unity in the 

church; develops job descriptions for and 

annually reviews church staff; identifies and 

encourages staff development; and set policy for 

hiring, contracting, evaluating, promoting, retiring, 

and dismissing staff personnel who are not 

subject to episcopal appointment as ordained 

clergy.  

For more information, please contact Pastor 

Chris. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Saturday, February 17th  
American Red Cross will be here for their National Blood Drive.  If you can, please 

consider donating to a great cause.  

 

Saturday, February 26th  
Our Drive Thru Community Dinners on February 26 with turkey on the menu and 

pickup of meals from 4:00 - 6:00. Volunteers are needed to continue the success.  

Come and join in on the fun.  $10 per dinner. Talk with Wendy each Sunday 

morning or email her at wfranklin27@gmail.com. 
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