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New Year, Renewed Faith
Tonight you will see the power of the Lord. You will know that he is the one who brought you out of
Egypt. You have been complaining about the Lord, and he heard you. So tomorrow morning you will see
the Glory of the Lord.
—Exodus 16.6b-7
Whether we care to admit it or not, our church has changed.
Church leaders have been prognosticating long before the pandemic struck that we have been
facing a liminal time, when what was is gone and what will be hasn’t yet emerged.
Those who are hoping and praying that if we just
wait it out, things will go back to the way they used
to be are in for quite a shock: Average church
attendance in the United States has been more than
halved since 2000, and for the first time in modern
history, the number of people who identify as
Christians is below 50 percent.
This is compounded by a pandemic that began in
2020 and continues to greatly affect the church
nearly two years later — with no clear ending in sight.
It should come as no surprise that our average
attendance has dropped equally as sharply during
both time periods — in the last 20 years, but even
more pronounced, in the last two.
Many good-hearted people — who want to see
the church flourish as much as the rest of us — make
proposals insisting that if we just change our worship
style, add more small groups, have a new vacation
Bible school, and involve people in missions that we
will rebound. But the truth is that those methods — while they always have a place in the church — have
not been working well in any church for the last two decades (and even beyond). There also are those
who like to place the blame on parents who don’t bring their kids to church, or people who choose
Sunday employment over worship, or mixed messages emitting from each and every denomination as
(Continued Page 3)
the reasons attendance has dropped.
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Again, there is merit in all of those opinions, too, but we have to simply stop spewing out opinions
and start questioning why those very trends are happening, and we have to look inward at our religious
institutions and not only outward at those who once shared in worship and mission.
Simply stated: We cannot build the future of the church when we’re living in the past.
And it’s right here that being in liminality becomes frustrating: We want the answers, but again,
what was is gone and what will be hasn’t yet emerged.
Speaking for Mount Nittany Church — and all churches, really — isn’t this truly a time where we
lean into our faith and trust that if we’re really listening to God and praying about the church’s future
that God will show us a way?
I do.
But I also know from experience that so many just want what once was, and really aren’t willing to
step across the threshold with the kind of faith that God requires. And isn’t that the same picture we
see of the Hebrews walking across the desert, questioning why God has brought them there? Standing
on that middle ground, there was no way they could get back to where they came from (Egypt), yet had
no idea of what lay ahead.
What they did come to realize is that although they couldn’t go back to what was, and what would
be hadn’t emerged yet, they had no choice but to trust God. (And for what it’s worth, it took something
in the ballpark of 40 years before they would find out.)
We just flipped the calendar over to a new year, and we did so in a bittersweet fashion: We all know
too well of the losses we’ve suffered in our church, our community, our families and our friends due to
the pandemic. We continue to live in heightened awareness and even fear. Every time things seem to
be getting better, we get hit with a new strain. It’s taxing all of us in physical and emotional ways, but
also in spiritual ways, too. But here’s what we do know as Christians: God is with us, and God is for us.
And, most of all, God’s love for us is endless. God is faithful.
God will make a way, just as God always has.
The question will come down to our own faith: Will we be open to what God has for us, even if we
haven’t seen that emerge yet? Or will we pine away for times that have gone and we cannot go back to?
The future of the church isn’t in jeopardy; it’s in flux. And, once again, God is calling us on a journey
— a pilgrimage — of faith, in which we trust that wherever he leads us, we will go, and we will go in joy.
Because God holds both the future and Church — Christ’s body — in his loving hands, and if we can be
open-hearted, open-minded and faithful, whatever the Church looks like, it will look like Christ, and,
like Christ, it will indeed emerge again.
Blessings of Health and Hope in the New Year!
Pastor Chris
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Mount Nittany Church Welcomes Hummingbird APA
Over the past two years, we have been earnestly praying for and seeking ways to share our
blessings with the community at Mount Nittany Church. As you may know, our preschool
closed in 2019, most of our equipment and furniture was sold, and the building has sat largely
vacant since then.
Both the Board of Trustees, the body that runs building maintenance, improvements, and
operations, as well as the Administrative Council, the overarching body in which lead
representatives from all ministry teams help to steer the faithful direction of the church, have
been looking at ways to best use the former education building.
While the building has been maintained and improved over the past two years, last fall, we
welcomed Waterworks Ministries, a United Methodist ministry led by the Rev. Karen Weiss,
who provides spiritual direction to pastors and elders in our area. And on January 1, we
welcomed Hummingbird ABA, which provides counseling and therapy services to autistic
children.
Both organizations provide services to those in need in our community. Hummingbird, led by
owner and clinical director Julie Angstadt, MA, BCBA, LBS, answers a very important need for
families seeking early intervention for their autistic children. Currently, in Centre County, there
are two- to four-year waitlists for autistic children to be seen. Julie, who has an autistic child of
her own, created Hummingbird as a response to the critical need for more therapy.
Hummingbird will begin seeing children very soon, utilizing the second floor of the former
education building, while Rev. Weiss and Waterworks Ministries will move down to the first
floor. Pastor Stephanie’s children and youth education office and meeting room also remains
on the first floor, as does the office of our minister of music, James Beatty. We still will have
additional meeting space available for church ministries on the first floor as well.
We are blessed to be able to help provide families in need with a place to come for help, which
fits into our mission and the United Methodist social principles very well. On the financial side,
we are leasing the space to Hummingbird for $3,000 per month, which will also help the church
to create new mission opportunities and continue to grow and be a light for our community.
Please join all of us in welcoming Hummingbird ABA to the Mount Nittany Church family!
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A Note from Our
Children’s
Ministries
I want to introduce
our newest friend to
the Children’s
Ministry. Moses the
Monkey participates
in all the fun we have
together. Be sure to
look around every
corner because you
never know where he
might pop up in the
church. He likes to go
lots of adventures, so
you might just get
lucky enough to see
him in our
community.
Due to the increased
numbers in Covid-19
recently in
Centre County, we
are postponing our
parent/family
breakfast for January
15, and hope to
reschedule as soon
as possible. In the
meantime, I will be sending a survey out in the mail, and your feedback is much needed.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 814-598-9948 or
sball@susumc.org.
Thanks to all the kids who participate in the family Christmas Eve service, you all did a
fabulous job!
New Year’s Blessings!
Pastor Steph
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January Events
Monday, January 10
8:45 - 11:15am - Book Study for Clergy RM 204 (FLC)

Sunday, January 23
2-5pm – Certified Lay Speaker Interviews
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Focus on Missions for January
January 2: Interfaith Human Services

While sharing about Interfaith Human Services, it’s
a good time to offer a thank-you to everyone who
came out on December 10 to staff the Wishing Well
Campaign at Myer Dairy. Hundreds of dollars were
contributed while we rang the bells next to the
wishing well this year.
While we eagerly support Interfaith Human Services
(IHS) for all the work they do, we give to Interfaith
Human Services in January with the administration
of the fuel bank utmost in mind. The most recent
figures show that over 200 households relied on the
Fuel Bank for a delivery of fuel—even after taking
advantage of assistance through the Low-Income
Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). Even
through the time of year when they help make sure
that people have places to live that are warm
enough to be safe and comfortable, IHS will
continue its other programs—helping provide
guidance to families as well as support so that they
can break the cycle of living from one crisis to the
next. To see more about the activities of IHS in the
community, keep up via their Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/InterfaithHumanServic
es/
January 9: First Mile of Giving
Our benevolent shares help support the entire
mission of the Susquehanna Conference UMC.
Shares are used for administrative needs and the
numerous ministries that the Conference oversees.
Camp Penn, Green Hills, Mount Asbury and Wesley
Forest are the camp retreats that the Conference
maintains. The Conference is also directly involved
with 14 other ministries such as Mission Central,
The Neighborhood Center, Walk to Emmaus,

Mission U and The Center. You can learn more
about the Susquehanna Conference UMC at
https://susumc.org
(Continued Page 8)
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January 16: Human Relations Day
On Human Relations Day, we partner with other
UMC congregations in a special offering to support
neighborhood ministries through Community
Developers, community advocacy through United
Methodist Voluntary Services and work with at-risk
youth through the Youth Offender Rehabilitation
Programs. Our gifts work together for the common
good, building community and sharing God’s love.
The United Methodist Church, the world and our
communities are in a time of transition. Together,
God’s church can be a beacon to navigate the
ongoing global trauma of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the impact of a tumultuous political climate in the
US and the anxiety of a looming denominational
separation. Now, perhaps more than ever, we are
called to be part of extending healing and hope that
can guide us to becoming a new creation in Christ.
Through our gifts and support, we partner with God
and God’s people to strengthen Christ’s loving
presence in a hurting world. United Methodist
Special Sunday celebrations invest in servant
leadership, community building and ministries of
peace with justice. Concentrating our resources to
support shared ministries equips us to step into a
grace-filled new beginning with faithful
determination. We know how systemic inequality
affects the most vulnerable people. When
neighbors experience poverty and live in
communities that have less access to resources, as
a denomination, our gifts on Human Relations Day
work together to empower faith-based volunteer
programs, community developers and programs
that work with at-risk teens. Thank you for
partnering your spiritual and financial gifts to build
up what the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. called “the
beloved community.”

January 23: Gideons International
The Gideons International began distributing the
Word of God in 1908. Every year brings new
milestones to celebrate the mission of the Gideons
in distributing the word of God. In 2020, the
Gideons published the bible in a 109th language.
Bru is the native language of the second largest
tribe in the Indian state of Tripura. More than
600,000 members of that tribe can now read the
bible in their own language. In 2021, the first
distribution in Madagascar took place. Gideons
distributed over 39,000 bibles at schools, military
camps, and a jail in the city of Antsirabe.
Gideon’s believe distributing copies of God’s Word
plants powerful seeds God can use according to His
own timing (I Corinthians 3:6), allows many to read
the truth for themselves (John 8:32), provides a
lasting witness (Hebrews 4:12), and makes it easier
for those we reach to boldly spread the Good News
(II Timothy 2:2). Your support today helps provide
support for Gideons in Centre County,
Pennsylvania, and around the world.
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(Continued Page 9)

January 30: Caring for People in Need
It can be hard to know where to turn when unexpected needs arise. Events like unexpected illnesses, or even
deaths, can place a heavy burden on families. One place that we hope that people feel like they can turn to is
the church—our church. Requests range from prayer to support to time, but in many cases, a cost is associated
with providing assistance when someone within the church lets us know about an urgent situation. Funds
donated to the Caring for People in Need Fund are used throughout the year to address unexpected situations
where the church can step in by providing money or purchasing materials. For example, this year two cases
where we’ve helped include money for a family where the father was going through cancer treatments and a
graduate student who needed car repairs.
As a church, we value the faith that you place in us and in each other when you provide these funds in advance
of anyone knowing what needs may arise. Having funds available means that the church can respond more
quickly to the unexpected than if a separate appeal had to be made every time. We thank you for sharing what
God has given.
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Jan-21
MISSION FUND INCOME
Conference Benevolent Shares
Food Bank - Souper Bowl of Caring
Gideons International
Human Relations Sunday
IHS - Fuel Fund
IHS - General Fund
Out of the Cold - Centre County
World Hunger/Harvest Home
TOTAL MISSION FUND INCOME FOR JANUARY 2021

$ 575.00
$ 150.00
$ 451.00
$ 555.00
$ 435.00
$ 1,320.00
$
5.00
$ 62.00
$ 3,553.00 $ 3,553.00

21-Jan

Feb-21
MISSION FUND INCOME
Conference Benevolent Shares
Food Bank - Souper Bowl of Caring
Gideons International
Hope Made Real
Human Relations Sunday
IHS - General Fund
Wesley Found. Campus Ministries
Youth/Children Offering
TOTAL MISSION FUND INCOME FOR FEBRUARY 2021

$ 100.00
$ 1,772.00
$ 20.00
$ 635.00
$ 20.00
$ 25.00
$ 235.00
$ 667.50
$ 3,474.50 $ 7,027.50

21-Feb

$ 935.00
$ 495.00
$ 750.00
$ 971.00
$ 320.00
$ 3,471.00 $ 10,498.50

21-Mar

$ 20.00
$ 100.00
$ 25.00
$ 840.00
$ 723.00
$ 673.00
$ 20.00
$ 445.00
$ 2,846.00 $ 13,344.50

21-Apr

Mar-21
MISSION FUND INCOME
Burrows Street Youth Haven
Conference Benevolent Shares
Park Forest Pre-School
UMCOR Sunday (One Great Hour)
Wesley Found. Campus Ministries
TOTAL MISSION FUND INCOME FOR MARCH 2021
April 2021
MISSION FUND INCOME
Burrowes Street Youth Haven
Conference Benevolent Shares
Food Bank
Habitat for Humanity
Mission Central
Native American Ministries
Park Forest Preschool
UM Home for Children
TOTAL MISSION FUND INCOME FOR APRIL 2021

(Continued Page 11)
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May-21
MISSION FUND INCOME
Benevolent Homes (GC/Christmas)
Conference Benevolent Shares
Habitat for Humanity
Mental Health Awareness Sunday
Native American Ministries
Park Forest Preschool
Peace with Justice Sunday
Pregnancy Resource Clinic
UM Home for Children
Veterans Multi-Service Center
TOTAL MISSION FUND INCOME FOR MAY 2021

$ 721.00
$ 570.00
$
5.00
$ 1,185.00
$ 260.00
$ 20.00
$ 38.00
$ 604.00
$
5.00
$ 270.00
$ 3,678.00 $ 17,022.50

21-May

$ 850.00
$ 100.00
$ 760.00
$ 10.00
$ 10.00
$ 585.00
$ 318.36
$ 850.00
$ 10.00
$ 305.00
$ 3,798.36 $ 20,820.86

21-Jun

Jun-21
MISSION FUND INCOME
Camp Greene Hills
Conference Benevolent Shares
Helping Other People Excel, Inc
Human Relations Sunday
Native American Ministries
Peace with Justice Sunday
Pregnancy Resource Clinic
The Mommy Shoppe
UMCOR Sunday (One Great Hour)
Veterans Multi-Service Center
TOTAL MISSION FUND INCOME FOR JUNE 2021
Jul-21
MISSION FUND INCOME
Camp Greene Hills
Centre Volunteers in Medicine
Conference Benevolent Shares
Out of the Cold - Centre County
TOTAL MISSION FUND INCOME FOR JULY 2021

20
950
100
1015
2085

$ 22,905.86

Jul-21

(Continued
Page 12)
Continued…
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Aug-21
MISSION FUND INCOME
Centre Safe - Womens Resource
Centre Volunteers in Medicine
Conference Benevolent Shares
Out of the Cold - Centre County
Park Forest Preschool
Rural Life Sunday
UM Home for Children
UM Student Day Offering
Wesley Found. Campus Ministries
World Wide Communion
TOTAL MISSION FUND INCOME FOR AUGUST 2021

555
20
625
20
20
545
545
20
470
20
2840

$ 25,745.86

Aug-21

$ 600.00
$ 485.00
$ 100.00
$ 100.00
$ 405.00
$ 620.00
$ 120.00
$ 2,430.00 $ 28,175.86

Sep-21

$ 530.00
$ 645.00
$ 20.00
$ 2,000.00
$ 425.00
$ 720.00
$ 4,340.00 $ 32,515.86

Oct-21

Sep-21
MISSION FUND INCOME
Centre Safe - Womens Resource
Christian Education Sunday
Conference Benevolent Shares
Food Bank
Housing Transitions
Jana Marie Foundation
Wesley Found. Campus Ministries
TOTAL MISSION FUND INCOME FOR SEPTEMBER 2021
Oct-21
MISSION FUND INCOME
Center for Alternatives in Com
Conference Benevolent Shares
Park Forest Preschool
UMCOR
Volunteers in Mission Sunday
World Wide Communion

(Continued Page 13)
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Nov-21
MISSION FUND INCOME
Conference Benevolent Shares

$

100.00

Food Bank

$

20.00

GYTTE

$

500.00

UM Student Day Offering

$

774.00

Veterans Assistance Fund

$

645.00

World Hunger/Harvest Home

$

515.00

TOTAL MISSION FUND INCOME FOR NOVEMBER 2021

$ 2,554.00

$

35,069.86

JANUARY – NOVEMBER 2021

General Fund Income 2021
$297,538.33
Paycheck Protection Program 2 Grant Income 2021$34,082.50
General Fund Expenses 2021
$297,209.64
Paycheck Protection Pram 2 Grant Expenses 2021 $34,082.50
Sancyuary/Lobby Project Ending Balance 2020
Sanctuary/Lobby Project Income 2021
Sanctuary/Lobby Project Expenses 2021
Missions Fund Income 2021
Missions Fund Expenses 2021
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$14,767.18
$25,715.00
$13,851.70
$35,069.86
$35,069.86

Nov-21

Choir Practices
January
5 6 pm
12 6 pm
19 6 pm
26 6 pm
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JANUARY LITURGIST SCHEDULE
2
9
16
23
30

8:30 AM

10 AM

Phoebe Quaynor
Bob Kidder
James Beatty
Bob Kidder
Phoebe Quaynor

Patty DeCapria
Judith Smith
Emily Gregory
Judith Smith
Brenda Peters

JANUARY COUNTING SCHEDULE
Here is the first update for January. There are spots that still need to be filled for the third and fourth Sundays.
Thank you for all your efforts and time in this vital ministry for our church.
Happy New Year!

2
9
16
23
30

Lee Copper, John & Louisa Shawver
Cathy Rideout, Chris McCann
Lem & Marty Warner, Open
Tom & Ginny Kline, Open
Lee Copper, John & Louisa Shawver, Patty DeCapria
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Facemasks Mandatory for Worship
Due to the high numbers of Covid-19 in our community, all those attending worship must wear face masks over
mouth and nose while inside the church buildings, regardless of your vaccination status. Thank you for your
cooperation and helping to keep one another safe.
Banquet Help Needed
Banquet help is needed for January 8; if you can help, contact Wendy at wfranklin@gmail.com.
Drive-Thru Community Dinners Begin
Our Drive-Thru Football Dinners were a success this fall, so we are going to begin our Drive-Thru Community
Dinners beginning Saturday, January 29 with turkey on the menu. Community Dinners will be each month from
January to April on the last Saturday of each month from 4 to 6 pm. Sign up with Wendy on Sunday morning or
email her at wfranklin@gmail.com
Home Touch Team Needs You
We are so pleased and grateful to be back in worship, but there are still some brothers and sisters that have not
been able to return to worship. If you feel called to serve by contacting those who are not able to join us in worship,
please consider joining our Home Touch Ministry Team. This team can schedule visits to those in nursing homes or
at their residences, as well as communion visits, or just a friendly call or note. Please contact Patty DeCapria if you
are interested in serving in this way.
Patty DeCapria (pattydecapria@gmail.com) or 814 777-3376 Certified Lay Minister
Lay Servant Class in January 2022
Servant leadership through Lay Servant classes opens a way for us to see how God can work through us and we can
do God's work. Through the modules of Equipping God's People and GROW, we learn the basics of what a servant
leader is to be. There will be a Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course Friday, Jan. 22, from 6:30-9 pm, and Saturday,
Jan. 22, 9 am-5 pm at Grace UMC in Centre Hall. Course topics such as servant and spiritual leadership, caring
ministries, basic communication skills, sharing your faith and leading meetings will enhance your knowledge and
skill to be an effective leader. This course is $25 and includes the participant’s booklet, refreshments for both
sessions and lunch on Saturday, and is led by UMC pastors from the Penns Valley Charge. Payment is due on the
first day and should be payable to: Penns Valley Charge UMC. To sign up, visit
https://forms.gle/5un1iLHoYucM2AxP7. If you need a buddy to take the class with, please let me know; I would be
happy to begin this journey with you.
--Patty DeCapria, Lay Leader Certified Lay Minister
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Angel Tree
Thank you all for your generosity this year. Because of your kindness, Mount Nittany Church was able to provide gift
cards to families in two of our elementary schools. We can hope that next year we are able to "pull angels" to
purchase gifts for families; however, the Spirit moves us to give what we can, wherever we can to help those in need
of God's love. Blessings for a healthy 2022.
-- Mount Nittany Missions Team
College Care Package Ministry
This year, we sent 18 college students gift cards to take a break from the end of semester projects, presentations,
and studying for exams. Thank you for signing cards and your donations. You helped us send some cheer and Mount
Nittany love to our students hard at work in college.
--Patty DeCapria
Souper Bowl of Caring
If you are a football fan, January brings play offs to set the teams for the big day. January also brings cold weather
and the choice some families must face between keeping warm and having food. We will again be collecting food
and donations for the State College Food Bank leading up to the big game day on February 13. Look for our display
several weeks before the big game of how we can share God's love with food and money donations to the State
College Food Bank.
--Patty DeCapria
Coffee & Donuts Suspended
Due to the recent surge in Covid-19 cases, we will not be serving coffee and donuts between services until our Covid
numbers decrease, which, hopefully, will be soon.
Children & Youth Ministries
Due to the recent Covid-19 spike in Centre County, we have decided to postpone the parent/family breakfast on
January 15. We will reschedule as soon as possible; however, Pastor Steph will be sending a survey out in the mail,
and she would really appreciate your input. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact her at
814-598-9948.
Tithing Envelopes for 2022
Our 2022 tithing envelopes are out and placed in the entrance of the church to the right of the sanctuary doors. If
you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Emily Lewis in the church office at (814) 237-3549 or
at mnoffice@gmail.com.
How Can We Pray for You?
If you or someone you are praying for would like to be added to the prayer list, please contact Emily Lewis in the
church office at 814-237-3549 or email mnumcoffice@gmail.com. You may also fill out a prayer card in the
sanctuary pews and place them in the offering plate on Sundays.
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January 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
Worship 8:30,10am
Adult Sunday School
8:30 am
Kids Club 8:30 am &
6 pm

3

9
Worship 8:30,10am
Adult Sunday School
8:30 am
Kids Club 8:30 am &
6 pm

Quilting 9:30 am

Worship 8:30,10am
Adult Sunday School
8:30 am
Kids Club 8:30 am &
6 pm

SPRC 6 pm
Finance 7 pm
Scouts 7:30 pm

Quilting 9:30 am
.

6

7

8

12

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

26

27

28

29

Knitting 9 am
Choir 6 pm

18
Scouts 7:30 pm

24
Quilting 9:30 am

30
Worship 8:30,10am
Adult Sunday School
8:30 am
Kids Club 8:30 am &
6 pm

11

17

23

5
Knitting 9 am
Choir 6 pm

10

16
Worship 8:30,10am
Adult Sunday School
8:30 am
Kids Club 8:30 am &
6 pm

4

Quilting 9:30 am

Knitting 9 am
Choir 6 pm

25
Trustees 6 pm
Ad Board 7 pm
Scouts 7:30 pm

Knitting 9 am
Choir 6 pm

31
Quilting 9:30 am
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